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REMARKS 

m view of the preceding amendments and the following remarks, Applicants respectfully 
n^est the Examiner to reconsider the patent application identified above and withdraw the 
present rejection. Claims 1-1 1 are pending in the present application, all of which stand 

currently rejected. 
^TTS.C.S112: 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-7 and 9-11 under 35 U.S.C. §112, regarding enablement. 
Tte Examiner mentioned the phrase "a handle affixed to the inner shaft" Specifically, the 
Examiner stated that this limitation is "not defined in the specification and dniNvingts].'' 
However, one of many possible embodiments of a particular type of "a handle affixed to the 
inner shaft" is shown in Figures 2-5 of the original application. In particular, a handle is 
depicted which includes a "first and second main body housing 12 and 14". The application also 
discloses an inner shaft member 16, "an anchoring member 20" and a "proximal anchoring 
aperture 40 adapted to capture a portion of the anchoring member 20." In addition, "[ajnchor 
aperture 40 fixedly receives anchor 20, which is affixed to the proximal end of inner shaft 
member 16 " 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the phrase "a handle affixed to the inner 
shaft" is supported by the original disclosure as filed. 
^TT.S.C. S102: 

The Examiner rejected Claims Ml under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) on the basis of Ounderson 
(U.S. 5,776,142). The Examiner stated mat Ounderson shows: 

an inner shaft (40); an outer sheath (50); a medical device (labeled in 
column 4, lines 29-35) is within the outer sheath (50); item 24 (Figures 1 
andTis considered a handle, i.e. a handle is defined as a part that is 
SdLgrt to Z held or operated with the hand that is affixed to the mner 
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shaft (40) and coupled with the outer sheath (50); ^^f^\^] 
anf seSd (30) impendent* moveable ^ator ^ ^ 52^7 
Z column 5, lines 1-16) adjust the ^^P™* 
oi,*ft and the outer sheath. Furthermore, the first ana secona wuuw»» 
t££i mSSSom of mechanical advantage (column 8, hnes 36- 

60). 

(Office Action, page 3) 

Applied respectfully submit that ft. cited reference, fail to taach or W tm present 
invent . »dtea in *e Ciaims. For sample, Clata 1 includes ftp Mowing Manor*, 

among others: 

a handle affixed to the inner shaft and operativety coupled with the outer 
sheath; 

a first and second independently moveable actuator for crusting the 
're^LZn^udinalposUions of the inner shaft and 
of the first and second actuators providing a different amount of 
Ltn^ad^amage between an input to one of the first and second 
actors by T&ysLn and a resulting relative longitudinal position of 
the inner shaft and the outer sheath respectively. 

(Emphasis added.) 

However, among other limitations, the cited references fail to teach or suggest the 
claimed invention, including "a handle affixed to the inner shaft" and "a first and second 
independently moveable actuator for adjusting the relative longitudinal positions of the inner 

shaft and outer Bheath" 

The Examiner states mat the Gunderson reference shows a first (20) and second (30) 
independently moveable actuator to adjust the longitudinal positions of the inner shaft and outer 
sheath, and that item 24 "is considered a handle". 

However, if hem 24 (which Gunderson calls a "release wire actuator") is considered a 
handle, then it is not "affixed to the inner shaft" (item 40), as required by the claims of the 
present invention. The Gunderson reference specifically mentions that item 24 is movable: 
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Th 6 actuator 24 is preferably mounted for movement along the 
longitudinal axis of the stent delivery device. 

(Column 4, lines 54-56). 

„ oftor tarn 24 is moveable with ^ <° 1— — «• » — * 

ziiii - «twfcr«hlv fixedlv attached to the inner sheath 40" 
"handle 20 [as opposed to item 241 is preferably ttxeoiy auacua 

(Column 4, lines 57~58). 



Date: June 14, 2004 

Johnson & Johnson 

Law Department 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 08933 

(786)313-2922 



Respectfully submitted, 
Attorney for Applicants 




Michael W. M° nt g oiner y 
Reg. No. 35,958 
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in re application of Jon Buzzard, t 
Serial No. 09/975,873 
Filed: October 12, 2001 

Handle Depict Mechanic Medical Device and Method 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SXr: in the above-identified application. 

Transmitted herewith via fax is an amendment in the abov 

° S.-3SS.-J: WKTS* ~ - 

The fee tes bean calculated »e AS mooded 
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« a « eOU nt No 1Q-0750/CRD0959/MWM. Three copies of this sheet 

Charge $110.00 to Deposit Account no. iu « 

are enclosed. communication, 

P leaS e charge any additional Urn ^^^fo^C^S^ ^ies o* this 

credit overpayiwant, to Deposit accou» 
gheet are enclosed. 



jkate: June 14, 2004 
nohnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson „ 7003 

Cm Brunswick, New Jersey 08933^-7003 
*(786) 313-2922 
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